FRA.   KIRKMAN,   1671,

An Advertifement to the Reader (p. 16).
n" T is now juft ten years fince I Collected, Printed, and Pub-
- ta   limed, a Catalogue of all the Englifli Stage-Playes that were
ever till then Printed; I then took fo great care about it, that
now, after a ten years diligent fearch and enquiry I find no
great miftake5 I only omitted the Mafques and Entertainments
in Ben. Johnfons firft Volume.    There was then in all, 690.
feveral Playes 5   and there hath been, fince that time, juft an
hundred more Printed $ fo, in all, the Catalogue now amounts
to (thofe formerly omitted now added) 806.    I really believe
there are no more, for I have been thefe twenty years a Collector
of them, and have converfed with, and enquired of thofe that
have been Collecting thefe fifty years.    Thefe, I can aflure you,
are all in Print, for I have feen all them within ten, and now have
them all by me within thirty.    Although I took care and pains
in my laft Catalogue to place the Names in fome methodical
manner, yet I have now proceeded further in a better method,
having thus placed them,   \_No break in original^
Firft, I begin with Sha&efpear, who hath in all written forty-
eight.1 Then Beaumont and Fletcher fifty-two, Johnfon fifty,
Shirley thirty-eight, Heywood twenty-five, Middleton and Rowley
twenty-feven, Mqffenger fixteen, Chapman feventeen, Brome
feventeen, and D'Avenant fourteen -, fo that thefe ten have written
in all, 304. The reft have every one written under ten in num-
1 This includes the 11 spurious ones : Arraignment of Paris; Thomas,
Lord Cromwell; 2 Parts of The Troublesome Raigne of 1C. John ; Locrine ;
London Prodigal; Merry Devil of Edmonton ; Mucedorus ; Old- Castle's Life
and Death ; Puritan Widow ; Yorkshire Tragedy.